Running head: GENDER ROLES AND STEREOTYPES IN DISNEY’S ANIMATED FILMS                                 2

GENDER ROLES AND STEREOTYPES IN DISNEY’S ANIMATED FILMS                                                         2






Gender Roles and Stereotypes in Disney’s Animated Films
Student’s Name
Institutional Affiliations


Gender Roles and Stereotypes in Disney’s Animated Films
[bookmark: _GoBack]Introduction
Media is a very significant platform where people advance their identities and thus get to comprehend the role which gender plays in the society. Generally, Disney movies are not recommended for children especially young girls. This is because the movies portray social, physical and behavioral characteristics which support the values which are in support of male dominance in the society.  There is a widespread criticism of Disney movies because of they portray women negatively and in a stereotypical manner. There are various films which have been produced in the last fifty years by Disney Corporation. They include Mulan, Cinderella, and sleeping beauty. These movies share a common subject that Disney princesses represent; female protagonist in all the films. However, the films present the traits of the Disney princesses as being subversive and inferior.
Gender roles also referred to as gender stereotypes are socially created attributes, roles, activities and behaviors which particular societies perceive to be suitable for women and men. Culturally oriented genders roles have changed expressively since Disney animated movies were initially launched. For example, women used to stay back at home to take care of children and do house chores. On the other hand, men had a role of providing for the needs of the family. Although there are still existing housewives, most American women are employed though they take care of the family as well. Several customary roles have changed as well especially for women.  They are not expected to be dependent on men and recently there has been activism on independence and self-reliance in a woman’s career and character. This paper analyses gender roles and stereotypes in Disney's animated movies and explores how identity is changed through values and virtues which are practiced in society.
Analysis of Disney Princess Movies
Disney productions took note of these traditional changes and transformed their staging of women to some extent. However, the rhetoric on gender is that early Disney princess movies only highlighted several undesirable cultural stereotypes. Disney targets young women and girls with the princess movies. However, the target audiences are given wrong information regarding their ideal feminine features while watching Disney classics which were produced earlier. The people who produced the classics had no intention of being offensive to women and their roles but basically showing the true picture of how society represents gender. Disney productions could have lost business if they attempted to present something different from what the society was accustomed to. Their sole purpose is earning income and not adhering to cultural practices. Also, Disney princess movies which were early produced did not make an effort to defy harsh feminine gender stereotypes.
Early Disney movies comprised of animations which took away women’s goals and roles and placed on men. However, the princesses were theoretically in support of the animations, as the films are as well named after them. They are not active in the films and have undefined personal goals and strengths. If the men would have been absent in the film, the princesses would have minimal significance in the films because they are portrayed as goods in a male-controlled society. They start by being their father's commodity to their husband's commodity or other men’s commodity. On the other hand, men are presented as more significant, self-determining and self-assured in the society. The Bechdel test, a method applied in the evaluation of genders in movies is premised on three principles. First, at least two women are named in the movies. Second, the two women in the movie converse with each other and three, they converse with each other on other issues rather than issues of men. Disney‘s early movies do fail the test. That is a depiction of Disney’s commentary on gender roles.
The princess Aurora in the Disney’s film, the sleeping beauty is woken up by a man’s kiss. She is saved by a man and she finds herself in love with a man immediately. The whole story revolves around Prince Philip who is portrayed as having struggled to save Princess Aurora from a curse.  The lady has no active role in the film she features only as a woman who sleeps then suddenly falls in love. Girls who have a strong belief in female gender stereotypes believe they can make it in life. (McBride, 2016). The film passes the Bechdel test because of the female mythical creatures. They converse about other issues rather than a man but their discussion still revolves around Aurora's true love and means of saving Philip.  The title of the film is derived from Aurora's beauty although the princess has not been given any other trait apart from her beauty. The film may have a negative impact on young girls because it would encourage them to rely on their physical beauty rather than their other traits to prosper in life.” The gender roles and the manner they are presented in the media can have an influence on the expectations of girls and an idea of what is right for their gender and the other gender (Welsh, 2011). Furthermore, the movie portrays men to be stereotypically strong and independent.
Cinderella is the peak of the plot of Disney. It also revolves around the prince charming. The filmmaker portrays Cinderella as a young girl who is basically supposed to carry out domestic duties and no other duties. That is a stereotypic job of females. Her step-sisters and her mother often order her since she is a defenseless girl with no individual strength. The producer’s commentary on domestic work and women is positive as long as Cinderella submissively carryout her domestic duties. Cinderella never complains when her step-mother assigns her hard labor. In fact, she does the work as she smiles and sings. The movie does not show any reason why women should be assertive and have traits that could help them in becoming successful in the society. The storyline only ends after Cinderella is saved by the prince. As a woman, she is powerless and can only be freed from her enslavers by a man. The movie passes the Bechdel test only because Cinderella’s sisters are present in the movie yelling at each other and blaming Cinderella. The traits of Cinderella’s step-sisters and step-mother are not positive to be presented in female characters. Finally, Disney portrays women to be weak and need a man to be successful in life.  According to (Peggy Oreinstein, 2006) Cinderella is a symbol of oppression in men dominated society.
Mulan, a film produced by Disney in 1998 and Brave in the year 2013 brings forth two princesses Mulan and Merida who go against several traditional gender roles. Soren (2016) says that the time the film was produced he saw nontraditional families, women were in lead roles and there was a general departure from traditional norms in Disney princess movie. Both the princesses are strong young women who are both strong intellectually and physically and do not rely on their beauty to make ends meet.  Besides, the two movies have no prince. Mulan takes up a stereotypically masculine role at the moments she defends her country in time of war and furthermore, she also refuses to act as a typical prince and does things in her own way. Finally, she utilizes her intelligence to save her mother from a curse.  According to (Juliane Fung, n), “Mulan displays how it is hard to escape from stereotypical gender roles”.
Disney’s new film entitled, Frozen presents two young women, Anna and Elsa. They represent strong women. The director of Disney Corporation is a woman. Her strength is depicted in the way the two characters are strong young women. Elsa is the queen of her land though she does not have a husband King. On the other hand, Anna is Elisa's younger sister. She is adventurous and smart. Anna attempts to bring back the queen to their ancestral home and develops a closer relationship with her. Towards the end of the film, she tries to resist being frozen by her sister's magic ice power. For her to survive the ordeal, she needs an act of true love. She is saved by the pure love of her queen sister unlike in the past films in which the princesses were saved by men. The film shows the abilities and strengths of the two young women. They also have independent and assertive traits. The film shows how people are determined to change the way gender is perceived in the society of the 21st century. “Women speak as much as men, or more than men in the three classic Disney princess films” (Guo, 2016).
In the Beauty and the Beast, Gaston portrays negative stereotypes displayed by Disney. He is the most good-looking and admirable bachelor in the city. His fame and strength make him spite other men. He develops an ego and disrespects women. He declines showing emotions towards women to prove his masculinity and he expects every woman just like Belle to love him instantly. When rejected by the lady, he develops anger. This film can influence young boys not to work hard toward achieving their goals but to fight violently to achieve whatever they want in life.
Summary
The paper analyses Disney princess movies to show how the early films were clear depictions of negative gender stereotypes and how the classic movies depict transformation from negative gender roles and stereotypes.  Furthermore, the paper brings out how identity is changed through values and virtues which are practiced in society. Finally, the paper shows how movies can have a negative impact on the values and virtues of children.
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